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DCôs Report : 

 

It's been fantastic to see so many of you at rallies over the last few months. The rally programme has 

been a great success (thanks to Tamzin and Sarah, who have spent endless hours organising it), and at 

the time of writing several of the summer rallies are over-subscribed. Senior camp too looks like being 

bigger than it has been for several years ï if you haven't already booked your place, I'm afraid it's 

probably too late, although there are still a few spaces at mini camp. 

 

Just a short note about turnout at rallies ï which as far as most of you are concerned, is very good. 

Please, no jewellery! This includes piercings of any kind, necklaces, bracelets ... in fact, the only per-

mitted jewellery is a watch, a stockpin and a wedding ring (and I don't think the last of these applies to 

many of you). The 'no earrings' (or other pierced jewellery) rule in particular is for safety reasons, and 

is a condition of our insurance. 

 

Help needed! 
Thank you to everyone who has helped and is going to help at our events. As a charity, we rely on 

fundraising to subsidise the rallies and camp, so we can keep costs at a reasonable level. Our main 

fundraising events this year are the novice show, the one-day event and the hunter trials in September. 

Without these, the cost of rallies will go up. However, we can't run events like these without help. 

There seems to be a common misconception that helpers need to know about horses. They don't! We 

are desperate for people to make lunches, control car parks, add up scores, help with general admin, 

put up and take down marquees, build jumps, pick up rubbish .... all jobs which could equally well be 

done by someone who has never seen a horse. So please, if you haven't yet volunteered to 

help, do. If everyone does a little, nobody has to do a lot ï and at the moment the same few 

people do an awful lot. If you're unsure how you could help or don't know whom to con-

tact, please let me know. 

Welcome! to all our new members:  
Ocean Allen, George Barton, Rory Bird, Luke Dakin, Florence Davis, Ella Gorvin, Jackie Herbert, Joe Letts, Maddie Merry-

weather, Georgia Mitchell, Chloe Peigne, Beatrice Wootten.  

Test passes 2009 
 

         Congratulations to the following members who recently passed tests. As usual, certificates will be presented at the New Year Get-together 
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 C+ 

 Lucinda Corrie, Lucy Johnson,  

Olivia Knowles, Millie Nunney, Emma 

Pritchard, India Wishart     
(shown belowðnot in order!) 

D+    

Isobel Johnson, Erin Kirkwood,  

Jack Leigh, Rowena Orr 

(shown belowðnot in order!) 

Riding and Road 

Safety  

(BHS test) 

 
Ocean Allen,  

Susannah Boddie, 

Georgia Chapman, 
Rhian Carew-Jones, 

Libby McKean 

C 

 Rory Bird, Susannah Boddie,  

Rhian Carew-Jones, Emily Estcourt, Rebecca 

Lambton-Heys, 
 Oliver  Lund, Libby McKean, Lydia Tufnell 

 

Sweatshirts, 
polo shirts, 
secondhand 

clothing and 
equipment ....  

 

If you need a Wood-
land sweatshirt, 

polo shirt or 
lovely warm wa-
terproof wood-

land coat (new or 
secondhand)   -  con-

tact Jenny Leigh.  
Jenny also has a 

large stock of  
secondhand jack-
ets, boots, jodh-

purs, etc.  

Email:   

ja.leigh@virgin.net  

or    call 01491 641622  

Helen 



Teams in the News!!!  

Bisley one day event  

Five Wood land  m em b ers t ook p ar t  in  Bisley 

Pony Club 's ever -p op ular  sp r ing one d ay 

even t . In  Class 2, t he t eam  o f  Rory Bird , Char -

lie Knap p  (r id ing Posy's novice horse Dorking), 

Jack Leigh  and  Elsp et h  Lund  had  a good  d ay 

out  b ut  w ere unp laced , and  Har r iet  Gough  

d id  w ell t o  com e t h ird  in  her  sect ion , af t er  

jum p ing t w o clear  round s. Lucind a Cor r ie w on 

t he roset t e f o r  b est  d ressage in  Class 3. 

Woodland m em bers at  Bisley  one day event  ï 

lef t  t o  r igh t :  Harr iet  Gough (Millie), Jack Leigh  

(Lace), Rory Bird  (Perry), Elspet h  Lund (Agg ie), 

Charlie Knapp (Dorking). 
 

Garth South one day event, Tweseldown  

The t eam  o f  Lucind a Cor r ie, Em ily Est cour t , 

Har r iet  Gough and  Esm e Wishar t  again  had  a 

good  d ay b ut  w ere unp laced  in  t he novice 

class over  t he in t ro  (o r  BE90 as it  is now  called ) 

course at  Tw eseld ow n. Em ily d id  very w ell t o  

b e p laced  second , f in ish ing on  her  d ressage 

score. Har r iet  Kit ch ing, com p et ing as an  ind i-

vid ual, cam e second  in  t he in t erm ed iat e . 
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Pony Club Father ï an equography 
by Roger Hadaway 

 

Chapter One �± The beginning 
 

Riding was never my sport. I grew up in London where the only horses were those 

�V�S�O�H�Q�G�L�G���D�Q�G���V�W�R�X�W���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V���D�W�W�D�F�K�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���<�R�X�Q�J�¶�V���G�U�D�\�����G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���E�H�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H��
locality of the brewery: animals to be regarded as a spectacle, not for use as per-

sonal transport.  

�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����K�D�Y�L�Q�J���F�R�P�H���W�R���O�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���R�I���P�\���Z�L�I�H�¶�V���E�L�U�W�K�S�O�D�F�H�����,���E�H�F�D�P�H���D�Z�D�U�H��
that horses and ponies were around, that I was in the region of the actual pony club 

started by Josephine Pullein-Thompson who had taught my wife to ride as a child, 

and that children might be expected to become involved.  
I, perhaps with more enthusiasm than was politic, was persuaded to help with the 

�O�R�F�D�O���K�R�U�V�H���V�K�R�Z�����Q�R�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,���N�Q�H�Z���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���K�R�U�V�H�V�����,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W�����E�X�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
the organiser, who, like a number of those connected with equine sports, was disin-
�F�O�L�Q�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���Q�R���I�R�U���D�Q���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�����E�O�X�Q�W�O�\���W�R�O�G���P�H�����
�<�R�X�¶�U�H���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���D�E�R�X�W��
parents. You can run the gymkhana.' I was involved at the time in education. 

 
I still kept fairly quiet, however, on the subject of further family involvement and 

my daughter, quite surprisingly, did not show a lot of interest. Good so far. Then 

we went abroad for a couple of years, returned just before the summer and needed 
to occupy the children in the holidays, especially my son. 

 

�
�+�L�V���F�R�X�V�L�Q�¶�V���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���W�K�U�H�H���G�D�\���U�L�G�L�Q�J���F�R�X�U�V�H���D�W���R�X�U���O�R�F�D�O���V�W�D�E�O�H�V�����7�L�P���F�R�X�O�G���M�R�L�Q��
him', said my wife.  

No harm in that, I thought. Gets him out into the open air, I thought pompously.  

Fills up a bit of time with healthful activity, I thought sententiously.  

And that was where total ignorance of personal contact with horses was my undo-

ing. He stayed, not just for the three days, but for a long time afterwards �± his 

cousin never went near a horse again. 
 

�1�H�Y�H�U���P�L�Q�G�����,���F�R�Q�V�R�O�H�G���P�\�V�H�O�I�����+�H���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���D���S�R�Q�\���D�Q�G���,���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���F�D�Q�¶�W���D�I�I�R�U�G��
�R�Q�H���D�W���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H�����,�W�¶�O�O���E�O�R�Z���R�Y�H�U�����,�W���G�L�G�Q�¶�W�� 
 

Then came the offer which horse ignorant, but self confident fathers must learn to 

beware. The loan of a pony. This meant it was possible for him to join the pony 
club. 

 Can I, Dad. 

 �&�D�Q�¶�W���V�H�H���Z�K�\���Q�R�W�����:�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���\�R�X�U���P�R�W�K�H�U���V�D�\�" 
 It was her pony club. 

 

And that was it.  
What the impudence of ignorance had prevented me from realising in my noncha-

�O�D�Q�W���D�F�F�H�S�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���K�L�V���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���Z�D�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���M�X�V�W���K�H���Z�K�R���K�D�G���M�R�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���S�R�Q�\��
club; it was the entire family, including me, who, while recognising that some sort 
of food (I knew not what) went in one end and that waste products came out of the 

other, neither understood, nor even knew, much else about the horse. Thus I had 

become that figure of unreality and object of wonderment �± �W�K�H���S�R�Q�\���F�O�X�E���I�D�W�K�H�U�«�� 
�«�����W�R���E�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G 

 
                          (we canôt wait!!  - Ed.) 

Chief instructor's corner: getting your pony fit for camp 
 

With less than two months to go until camp, now is the time to make sure you get everything ready! 

 

If you and your pony are both going to enjoy yourselves and get the most out of camp, your pony needs to be fit. Some of you might only ride once or twice a week during term time, 

but at camp you will be riding in the morning and the afternoon, for about an hour and a half each time �± a total of around three hours a day. Unfit ponies are much more likely to go 

lame and could even damage the tendons and ligaments in their legs, resulting in a long time off work to recover. To ensure your pony is fit enough you will need to take him or her on 

long hacks �± including some hills if possible �± and also do some schooling and jumping. You could even ride twice a day �± but try not to do too much trotting and cantering on hard 

ground otherwise your pony may go lame before camp! Remember to build up work gradually �± how would you feel if you were suddenly expected to go on a 10-mile hike after spend-

ing weeks playing computer games and watching DVDs? Forty minutes riding every day is better than a three-hour hack at the weekend followed by four days off.  

 

�5�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���S�R�Q�L�H�V���G�R���W�H�Q�G���W�R���J�H�W���I�D�W���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H���R�I���\�H�D�U���D�Q�G���\�R�X���P�D�\���Q�H�H�G���W�R���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W���\�R�X�U���S�R�Q�\�¶�V���J�U�D�]�L�Q�J�����)�D�W���S�R�Q�L�H�V���D�U�H���P�R�U�H���O�Lkely to develop problems such as laminitis, and in any case 

�D���I�D�W���S�R�Q�\���Z�R�Q�¶�W���E�H���D���I�L�W���S�R�Q�\�� 

 

At camp, ponies are stabled all the time, with no chance to graze, so their diets are likely to be different to at home. Try to introduce hard feed, such as pony nuts or coarse mix, gradu-

ally, at the same time as you start increasing your pony's workload, so it is used to it in time for camp. If you are not sure what or how much to feed, ask an instructor at your next rally. 

 

�3�R�Q�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�D�U���V�K�R�H�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���L�G�H�D�O�O�\���E�H���V�K�R�G���D���Z�H�H�N���E�H�I�R�U�H���F�D�P�S�����V�R���W�K�H�L�U���V�K�R�H�V���D�U�H�Q�¶�W���O�R�R�V�H���E�X�W���D�Q�\���I�R�R�W�V�R�U�H�Q�H�V�V���W�K�D�W���V�K�R�H�Lng might occasionally cause has disappeared. Ponies that 

don't normally wear shoes should have their feet trimmed.  

 

Now is also the time check your tack. All tack should be checked and any stitching that needs it repaired now, so it is safe. We will check stitching at camp! It is also a good idea to 

make sure that your saddle fits. 

 

If you need to know more about getting your pony fit or feeding, ask any of our instructors at your next rally, or email Helen (h.gough@talk21.com) and she will put 

you in touch with someone who can help. 

 

Tamzin 


